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Front Cover:  Nearest the camera is Mike Mulvihill’s 1961 Silver Cloud II SZD313 with Peter & Kate Colwell’s 1957 Silver 

Cloud SFE87. These were among the five A.C.T. Branch cars of a total of 15 on the recent ‘Head in the Clouds 3’.
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From the Branch President
phy40183@bigpond.net.au

Since my last message, we have entered another new year and with it, some ongoing Branch participation in displays and  
activities – the first of which was another successful Shannon’s ‘Wheels’ display in the Queanbeyan showground in mid-
February.  We have also enjoyed another mid-week ‘Cars & Coffee’ run, this time to the Olive Grove Café at Collector.  We 
haven’t been to this venue for several years and it was nice to return for another friendly get together.  See elsewhere in this 
‘CL’ for photographic reports on these activities. 

We have completed the final list of 2023/24 Branch members and despite a few resignations and with new additions, we 
currently stand at 54; so still the smallest Branch with several very active members.  Speaking of our membership, it is with 
pleasure that we welcome Sonny Pirotta of Hall, A.C.T., the proud owner of a 1998 Siver Spirit ASJ24182.

A perennial housekeeping matter which has arisen again – apparent errors with the entries in the Club’s annual publica-
tion – Chassis Plate.  The accuracy of the details contained therein can only reflect the information that you personally pro-
vide.  So, I urge everyone please, check the current 2024 edition and advise our Branch Membership Registrar – Ian Dunn  
dunncurry1949@gmail.com of any necessary corrections.  Your Committee is often oblivious to your change of contact 
details or your disposal / acquisition of marque cars – unless you tell us!

Progress with Ian Oliver’s new premises in Fyshwick is proceeding apace and Ian advises that the re-location of the Branch 
library from Phillip to Fyshwick has already happened.  It will be a good opportunity for members to acquaint themselves with 
some of the very interesting library contents.

Martin Bennett’s recent ‘Head in the Clouds 3’ Register run to Victoria was another great success – so we look forward to a 
report and pics in PRAECLARUM and the next ‘CL’ edition.

Happily proceeding
Peter Hyland

Left: New member Sonny Pirotta and his 
1988 Silver Spirit ASJ24182. Photogtaph 
by Peter Hyland.
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Our very small Branch is now well settled into its new home in Fyshwick, a fact that is attributable solely to the generosity 
of Ian & Tina Oliver and their tremendous enthusiasm for the Rolls-Royce & Bentley marques and for our Club. The coming 
of the Covid 19 crisis seriously disrupted the Club’s meeting arrangements, and having a permanent home comes as a great 
relief as well as a significant boost to our future.

Our regular events continue to attract growing numbers of members, who clearly enjoy driving their special motor cars out 
on country roads in the company of their fellow enthusiasts. In particular our mid-week ‘Cars and Coffee’ runs have proved 
popular. As we closed for press we enjoyed another great event – the unveiling of the ‘Canberra Showroom’ in Gladstone 
Street. With a particularly impressive display of Club cars out the front, nearly all brought along by our Branch members, as 
well as the spectacular display of cars inside, a fabulous afternoon was had. Photographic coverage of the unveiling begins on 
page 16 – and we still have the full Grand Opening to look forward to.

It also gives me great pleasure to advise that during the unveiling it was revealed that Ian Oliver had been offered, and had 
duly accepted, a Trusteeship of the Sir Henry Royce Foundation. Congratulations Ian.

Under arrangements recently announced by the Australian Tax Office we now find ourselves in a situation in which we will 
need a Tax File Number and to submit annual income tax returns. The likelihood is that we will pay a small amount of income 
tax on our “non-member” income. Our Treasurer Ian Oliver is on top of this and you will be kept informed.

Martin Bennett

From the Editor
hjmullinersw@bigpond.com

Branch Events Calendar
Members should please note that dates and details of events listed here are in some cases indicative only and are sub-

ject to change. Timely notice of each forthcoming event is provided by group email and/or text message but in the event 

of any doubt please contact the Secretary or President to confirm – contact details on the back cover of each edition of 
The Capital Letter. 

MAY

Wednesday 8th-Monday 13th May: 66th Annual Federal Rally of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia, Noosa, 
Queensland.

Wednesday 22nd May:  Mid-week ‘Cars & Coffee’ run.

JUNE

Wednesday 5th June: General Meeting, 7.00 p.m., 72 Gladstone Street, Fyshwick.

Wednesday 12th June: Mid-week ‘Cars & Coffee’ run.

Sunday 23rd June: Country Lunch Run.
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Above: Work on the outside of the building progressing. 

At the last Federal Rally in Hahndorf S.A. the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation Australia (SHRF) promoted the idea of 
other showrooms being established in other states and Ter-
ritories, particularly N.S.W., S.A., and A.C.T. 

A proposal was forwarded by our local A.C.T. member and 
Treasurer Ian Oliver for a Canberra Showroom to be estab-
lished. A draft business plan proposal has been submitted 
for the SHRF Trustees to consider and approve with final 
agreements yet to be concluded. A target opening day for 
our members and the SHRF Trustees has been set for the 13th 
April 2024.

The premises at Unit 1, 72 Gladsone Street in Fyshwick have 
been used for the past four bi-monthly meetings of our Club 
and progress and plans are in place for:

1. SHRF Rolls-Royce and Bentley vehicles and memorabilia 
for public display;
2. Rotational Display of other makes and types of vehicles 
under the business name of Ollie’s Garage;

The Canberra Showrooms

3. Permanent address and meeting room for our local Club, 
library and memorabilia items utilising a dedicated and lock-
able glass display area. Arrangements are being made so that 
there is no cost for our Club.

Given his particular interest in Rolls-Royce and Bentley  
motor cars, Ian has a vision for the SHRF to have a strong 
presence in the National Capital. Ian has invited the Founda-
tion to take up residence in a dedicated portion of the refur-
bished area.  

As the SHRF relies upon cash donations to cover the cost of 
housing, insuring, and conserving the paper archive and the 
collection of artefacts including motor vehicles, Ian will seek 
donations from visitors to the Canberra display. In keeping 
with the SHRF charter, 100% of donations will be applied to 
the charitable objects of the Foundation.

These are exciting times for our local Club and we see this as 
a very positive step to promote our Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
marques in the A.C.T.
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Above: Progress inside, with the non-slip floor surface in place.

Below: Chris & Narelle O’Rourke’s 1957 Silver Cloud, SED51 during the ‘unveiling’ on 13th April.  On the left is Paul 
James’s 1997 Bentley Turbo RT, BPW66265. More photographic coverage of the ‘unveiling’ is on page 16 et seq.
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Our 1951 Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn, with long term 
Victorian registration HAW100, is an Australian 
import that was ordered by Robert Hawkes of Mel-
bourne for a 25th birthday present for his wife Mar-
jorie Hawkes. Extensive archival records supplied by 
The Sir Henry Royce Foundation of Australia reveal 
that the Melbourne dealership Kellow-Falkiner de-
livered the car new on the 3rd April 1952 and ser-
viced the car until they closed in 1973. Mrs Hawkes 
is known to be the longest Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
of Australia member owner of a car since new. The 
car was continually registered up until she ceased 
driving the car in 2014. The last registration label is 

Above: Dawn Waterhouse and her chauffeur for the day, Ian Oliver.

HAW100 Silver Dawn 
comes to life with a 100 year celebration

By Ian Oliver

(photos by Tina Oliver)

still affixed to the vehicle. 

An extensive restoration has been undertaken of 
HAW100 over the past 6 years with substantive body 
and trim work being undertaken by Mark Oliver 
(nephew of the owner), Wycombe St, Queanbeyan. 
Others involved in making it a bit of a family affair 
have been the owners two brothers Phil & Allen Oli-
ver. Also, Ray Malam used his woodworking skills 
to restore the important walnut veneer.  It is now 
planned to attend the concours showing and judging 
at the Rolls-Royce Owners Club of Australia Federal 
Rally in May 2024 at Noosa, Qld. It will also be one 
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of the several Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars to be on 
display at the new Canberra Showroom premises of 
the Sir Henry Royce Foundation in Fyshwick A.C.T. 
later this year.

The car was first shown locally in Canberra at the 
Terribly British Day on the 3rd of December 2023. At 
that showing it was invited by the Waterhouse family 
to attend to a special errand on the 15th December 
2023 and chauffeur Mrs Dawn Waterhouse (nee Calt-
horpe) to her former residence at Calthorpe House, 
24 Mugga Way Red Hill, where she was presented 
with her 100th Birthday celebration letter from King 
Charles. 

Memories of Dawn Waterhouse (nee Calthorpe) 
growing up at 24 Mugga Way, Red Hill, are fond 
ones. She was three years old when the family moved 

from Lowe Street in Queanbeyan to what is now 
Calthorpe House, an historic house museum owned 
by the A.C.T. Government.

Dawn has been a champion of community service, in-
volving herself in many causes including school and 
church fetes, Legacy, the Heart Foundation and the 
Red Cross Blood Bank where she became an honor-
ary director for three years. She remains active in the 
Wattle Day Association and her love of Canberra and 
its history remains strong. In 2021 she was awarded 
an OAM for her services to community history.

Attending to the chauffeuring duties for such a spe-
cial Canberran was an enjoyable event that will al-
ways bring fond memories. Thank you to the Water-
house family, some of which have been known to me 
from very early days.

Above: Centenarian Dawn Waterhouse with the Silver Dawn, chauffeur Ian Oliver looking on.
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Above: The earliest car in our Club display at ‘Wheels’ was Bryce Ronning’s 1949 Silver Wraith Hooper touring limousine, 
WFC67.

Opposite page and following three pages: An article deal-
ing with the Bentley 31/2-Litre, from The Motor of December 
10th, 1935. The particularly handsome car on the introduc-

tory page is B112DG, a Vanden Plas drophead coupé.

‘Wheels’ 2024
Queanbeyan Showground

Sunday 18th February

‘Wheels’ 2024 feature continues on page 13

Left: The newest car in our line-up was Tina Oliver’s modern 
Bentley Bentayga.
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‘Wheels’ 2024 feature continued from page 8

Above: New South Wales Branch member John Sheehy’s 2005 Bentley Arnage, BF510748, was a welcome addition to our 
line-up.

Below: Paul James’s 1997 Bentley Turbo RT, BPW66265.
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Above: The Presidential 1994 Silver Spirit III, ASR54357.

Right: Norman Lee’s 1976 

Silver Shadow, SRH23090.

Left: Shane Mortimer’s 1974 Silver 
Shadow, SRH19825.
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Above: The Editorial 1960 Bentley S2, B25CT.

Below: Chris O’Rourke’s 1957 Silver Cloud, SED51.
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SHRFA Canberra Showrooms and Ollie’s Garage
unveiling

72 Gladstone Street, Fyshwick, Saturday 13th April

Above: Graham Lawrence’s 1997 Bentley Continental R, BBW63021.

Below: Some of the A.C.T. Branch members’ cars that were lined up out the front of the ‘Canberra Showrooms’.
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Above: John Tetley’s 1997 Bentley Turbo R, BSH21535.

Below:  This 1978 Silver Shadow II, SRH34273, has returned to our Branch after an absence of more than 20 years, now in 
the ownership of David Kimmorley. 
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Above: The Silver Cloud III on the left, SDW327, was brought along by New South Wales Branch member Bob Doyle. Joe 
Quattrocchi’s 1969 Silver Shadow, SRH6847, is alongside.

Below: The Sir Henry Royce Foundation’s 1967 Phantom V H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward limousine, 5VF159, is one of two identi-
cal former vice-regal cars in the custody of the Foundation.
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Below: ‘Canberra Showrooms’ inside view providing some impression of the scope of this fine facility.

Above: Bentley Mk VI engine on loan from our  
sister facility in Coolum, Qld.

Right: From left-to-right: Wallace Moorhouse 
(Qld.), Sir Hentry Royce Foundation Chairman 
Brian Crump (N.S.W.) and Tina & Ian Oliver.
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Tailpiece . . .

BRANCH OFFICE-BEARERS

President:
Peter Hyland
PO Box 773
Mawson ACT  2607
0427 547 567 
phy40183@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary:
Martin Bennett
177 Old South Road
Yarra NSW  2580
02 4829 7140
hjmullinersw@bigpond.com

Senior Vice-President:
Bryce Ronning
53 Mistful Park Road
Goulburn NSW  2580
02 4821 4388
bryceronning@bigpond.com 

Treasurer:
Ian Oliver
PO Box 9254 
Deakin ACT 2600
0417 260 927
ian@ianoliver.id.au

Junior Vice-President:
Chris O’Rourke
58 Atkinson Street
Queanbeyan NSW 2620   
02 6297 6013 
chris.orourke1@hotmail.com

Membership Registrar:
Ian Dunn
40 Murranji Street
Hawker ACT 2614
0400 748 889
dunncurry1949@gmail.com

Elegant tails at ‘Wheels”, Sunday 18th February.










